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'To o my Read Friend | 


Mr. 70% EWER. 


8 [ K. . 

Shall make no other Apology 
For appearing once more in 
Print, in ſo polite an Age, 

ban this, 1 you infiſted on 
the Publication of * he following 
Diſcourſe, 

I heartily wiſh it may be of 

real Advantage to you, and the 


other Relations of our deceaſed 
Friend. 


bY N N q A 2 | i TY T hat g 
2 5 | 4 : N | 


5; 5 15 * & . 4 . — 5 ; > 1 
; * 2 ” + * 
y * * * 3 14 A 


Detittlide. 


iv 
| T hat you may be ſupported un 
der the heavy Strole; ; Was 0 
. Winer, 4 1 * lte 


her in making 1 your Bu. 
fmeſs, thut you together avithᷣ ber 
may meet the Lord with Joy a. 
ter the Refurtetiion, and regu 
with him in Glory for ever, will 
be the couflant Prayer of, 


Wur real Fiend and Ser van 


Thom As HARRISON. 


ant, 
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"But ſeck ye firft the Kingdom of God, 
and bis Rigbteouſneſs, and all theſe 
"Things Pall be added unto ou. 


HERE is nothing that is leſs re- 
2 ra by the Generality of Man- 
Eind, than their approaching Cliange. 
No one Concern of the preſent Life 
are they ſo ready to delay, as the making Pro- 
viſton for that awful Eternity to which they are 


. « «a 


L »haſtening. And yet how numerous are the 


Warnings and friendly Admonitions which we 
receive from the Author of our Being, and the 
Supporter of our frail Lives! Remember, O 
Man, chat thou art a dying Creature, is the 


1 Lufee of all thoſe Diſeaſes which ſhake our 


"earthly Tabernacles ; and of all thoſe Conqueſts 
wich de Kung of Ferrero makes around/s. 
1 3 3 : 
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6 A Funeral Sermon on 


And though when Events are common we are 
apt to take little Notice of them, it may ne- 
vertheleſs be e „That the Removal of 
our Friends and Acquaintance ſhould make 
a deep Impreſſion upon our Minds. Yet| how 
much ſoever we may be affected with ſuch Diſ- 
penſations, we ſhall receive no real Advantage 
by them, unleſs we are prevail'd with fo to num- 


ber our Days, as to apply our Hearts to Wiſ⸗ 


dom; and to prefer to all the Things of Time 
and Senſe, thoſe of an eternal World. It is 
therefore common for ſuch as are truly con- 
cern'd for the Welfare of their Friends, to de- 
ſire a Funeral Diſcourſe; not that they may 
have Applauſe themſelves, but that the Survi- 
vors may be inſtructed how to improve the Re- 
mainder of their Days, in Order to their be- 


ing prepar'd for their great Change. This I 


know was what our deceaſed Friend had in 


View, who requeſted that upon this Occaſion 


the Words which I have read to you might be 

inſiſted on: But ſeek ye firſt the Kingdom of God, 

and his Righteouſneſs, and all theſe Things ſball be 
d unto %%. 344 Faſt 


. - "Theſe. Words are Part of an excellent Ser- 
mon, delivered by Chriſt, the great Prophet of 
the Church, the greateſt Teacher that ever ap- 
| E in this World, both with Regard to the 


ignity of his Perſon, and the Meſſages which 


| he - 7 from his Father. For God - who at 
1 


ſundry Times, aud in divers Manners, ſpale to His 
antient People by the Prophets, hath in theſe laſt 
Days ſpoken unto us by his Son, | whom he hath 

appointed Heir of all Things, by whom alſo be 


made the Worlds. By him he hath ſpoken to 


us clearly and fully concerning the Method of 


our Recovery from Sin and Miſery, and our 


Reſtoration 
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Mrs. IS ABELLA EWER. 7 
Reſtoration to a State of Holineſs and Fe- 


And as this one Diſcourſe of our bleſſed Lord 
contains the Subſtance of his whole Doctrine, ſo 
the Text comprizes all the Advice which he had 
before given. This is a general and compre- 
henſive Direction for the obtaining true Hap- 
pineſs; Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God, and bis 
Righteouſneſs. EO NILS 
But it is neceſſary for me to obſerve, that 
the Words have a peculiar Reference to the 
latter Part of the Sermon, wherein our Lord is 
cautioning againſt immoderate Care about 
worldly Good. This begins at the 25th Verſe, 
Therefore 1 ſay unto you, Take no Thought for your 
Life, what ye ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drink; nor 
yet for your Body, what ye ſhall put on : 1s not the 
Life more than Meat, and the Body than Raiment ? 
And becauſe all Men are very prone to Anxiety 
about the Affairs of this Life, the Advice is 
inforced by many cogent Arguments. The firft 
is contained in the latter Part of the 25th Verſe, 
Ir not the Life more than Meat, and the Body than 
Raiment ? q.d. May you not conclude that God 
will beſtow theſe leſſer Gifts, ſince from him 
you have received the greater ; that he who has 
ſo curiouſly faſhioned your Bodies, and imparted 
Life to you, will take Care to ſupply you with 
Food, for the Support of your Lives ; and with 
Raiment, for the Defence of your Bodies. Our 
Saviour ſhows alſo the Unreaſonableneſs of 
Anxiety, and a Diftruſt of Providence, from 
the Care which the great Governour of the 
World takes of the inferior Parts of the Cre- 
ation ; ſupplying the Fowls of the Air, and 
3 the Lillies of the Field with more 
beautiful Apparel than that which was worn by 


the 
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A Funeral: Sermon on. 

the Monarch, of the. 125  Bebol, Toys he, the 
= of the Air : For they ſow not, neit \they 
reap; nor gather into Bumm; jet, your, heavent 
ther feedeththem, Are ye not much better than they? 
And why take. ye. Though. for Raiment, *, Canfater. the 
Lillies of the. Field how they. grow. ; they toi] ng, 
ther, do they ſpin, And yet I ſay unto. you, that Wo 8 
lomon in all his Glory, was not arayed like. c ore: of 
| theſe. Wherefore if God ſo clothe the Gralz. of. the 
eld, which to Day is, and to Merrow, is caſt into 


8 


the Owen, ſball he not much more clothe you, O ye 4 


little Faith 2 Ver. 26, 28, 29, 30. Another 
ent is drawn from the Unprofitableneſs. b 
Lach h a * Ver. 27, Which of jon by, ta- 
| Thought, can add one Cubit to bis Stature? 
A re Tim Argument is taken from the Unſuit- 
ableneſs of this Temper to the CE 'of 
God's People, Ver. 32. former Part, Fu after 


all theſe Things do the Geri ſeek. When your 


chief Concern is about temporal Good, you a& 
like thoſe who live without God in the World ; 

who have no Revelation of his Will, no Expe- 
tations of any greater Happineſs than ys | RI 
flows from outward Enjoyments. The fifth Ap 
gument is drawn from the Notice which the di- 

vine Being takes of our Affairs, Her. 32: lat- 
ter Part, Tour heavenly Father knoweth that you 
bave Need of all theſe Things. And thus the 
Words of the 'Text come in, which contain a 
Direction to attend to Religion as the right Me- 


thod in Order to Succeſs in the Affairs of this 


Life, and the Promiſe of an Event agreęable to 
our reaſonable Deſires. But ſeek ye faſt the 
Kingdom ef God, and his. Righteouſueſs, aud * 
teſe * . hall be . unto Js 
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Mrs. IS ARELLA EWNER: 9 
No Order to che Explication of the Text, I 
wall, 


I. Shew — are 9 undertand by 


the Kingdum of God. 
| Ul. In into the Import of this Phraſe, | 


Fir Righteouſneſs. | 
III. 'Conkder the Advice given, with Relation 
IV. Diſcourſe I the Pape anaes- . 
dd to this Adv vice. 


rſt, M . achat: ws are to un- 
deritand by the Kingdom of God. 

This Phraſe ſometimes denotes the fature 
Seate of Happineſs, the Glories of Heaven, 
which Ohriſt has purchas d for his Falloars 
In this Senſe we find it us'd in our Savieur 
Diſcourſe, Mark ix. 47. Ss La 
zer into the Ki gdm of God: with one &ye, than har 
ving-rwo Eyes eo be caft into Hell-Fire. The Op. 

ition between the Kingdom of God, and 
{l-Fire in this Verſe, fixes the Senſe of the 
firſt Phraſe, and leads us to interpret it of ths 
future State of Happineſs. In the dame Sepſc 
the Phraſe is us d, Ads xiv. 22. Aud ſhewing 
that ue muſt through auch Tribulation enter into:th# 
Kingdom of Cad. The Hiſtorian obſerves, That 
Faul and Barnabas endeavoured to confirm and 
en the Reſolutions of thoſe who had em- 

braced 'Chriftianity, to hold faſt the Profeſſion 
of their Faich, them that they were to 
enter into the Kingdom of God, to be fixed in a 
Scate of inconceiggble Happineſs, after their 
Departure hence: N in the mean Time, 
they were to expect great Afflictioas. And the 
Ar ele Pax] 4 Gal. 4 21. — A gy; 
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of the Works of the Fleſh, They which do ſuch | 
Things ſhall not inherit the Kingdom of God; i.e, | 
they ſhall not enter into the World of Glory, 
to live and reign with Chrift for ever and ever. 
But more frequently by the Kingdom of Gd 
(eſpecially in our Saviour s Diſcourſes) we are to 
underſtand that ſpiritual Kingdom which he came 
to erect in the World, of which he is himſelf King. 
In this Senſe the Terms are uſed, Mark iv. 11. 
Unto you it is given to know the Myſtery of the Ringj- 
dom of God : You are favour'd with the Know- 
ledge of that ſpiritual Kingdom which I am 
ſent by my Father to eſtabliſh. And in the lat- 
ter Part of the Chapter, the ſame Kingdom is 
called the Kingdom of God, when tis compa- | 
red to Seed that is ſown, and ſprings up we | 
|] know not how; and to a Grain of Muftard- 
= Seed, which is the leaſt of all Seeds, and yet 
| becometh greater than all Herbs; and ſhooteth 
out into great Branches. There arè mahy other 
Places, in which by the Kingdom of God we are 
to underſtand the Goſpel State; as well as ſe- | 
veral in which this Phraſe, The Kingdom of Hea- | 
1 ven, is deſign'd to convey the ſame Idea. : 
[ Again, There are, beſides thoſe that I have 
= mentionꝰd, a third Sort of Paſſages, in which our | 
| Lord ſeems to have had no peculiar Reference | 
i! either to the Kingdom of Grace, or to the King- | 
| dom of Glory ; but to have included both. In 
this extenſive Senſe we may take the Phraſe, ' 
Luke vi. 20. Bleſſed be ye Poor, for yours is the | 
Kingdom of God : I have choſen you to be the 
Subje&s of my Spiritual in Kore upon Earth, 


cy 
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and my Eternal Kingdom in Klgaven. And thus 
comprehenſive is the Phraſe ihe Text: When 
we are directed to ſeek the Kingdom of God, 


we are taught to propoſe the being Subjects of 
- Chriſt s 


rr, 


* * 0 wi 


Mrs. Is ABELLA EWRR. 11 


chriſt's Kingdom below, in Order to our reign- 


ing with him above. I ſhall therefore give you 
a very brief Account of each of theſe. 
Firſt, Let us take a View of that Spiritual 
Kingdom which our bleſſed Redeemer has in 
JJ 8 | 


|  Firfl, Chriſt is the King, and all true Belie- 
2X vers are the Subjects of the N e of Grace. 


Our Lord is indeed poſſeſs' d of univerſal Em- 
ire, as the Reward of his dolorous Sufferings: 
For God hath highly exalted him, and given him a 


Name above every Name; that at the Name of Je- 
ſus every Knee ſhould bow, of Things in Heaven, and 


Things in Earth, .and Things under the Earth : Be- 


X cauſe he became obedient to Death, even the Death "= 


the Croſs, Phil. ii. 8, 9, 10. So that he has the 
Heathen for his Inheritance, and the uttermoſt 
Parts of the Earth for his Poſſeſſion ; and he 
will break them with a Rod of Iron, and daſh 
them in Pieces like a Potter's Veſſel. All the 
Princes of the Earth are controul'd by him, and 
refign their Crowns and Sceptres when-ever he 
demands them. But they only belong to the 
Kingdom of Grace, who have believ'd on his 


Fame, and have experienc'd the Efficacy of the 


Word for bringing their Souls into Captivity to 
the Obedience of Chriſt : He ſways the Sceptre 
over theſe, and. theſe alone, by their own Con- 
ſent. As for others, they are daring Rebels 
againſt him, and are continually provoking him 
to Wrath, though they cannot defend themſelves 
from the Thunder of his arm. 

Secoudy, The New Teſtament contains the 
Laws of this King, unto which his loyal Sub- 


jects yield an Obedience. Herein we have our 


Duty laid down with great Perſpicuity. And 
we are told that the King Meſſiah expects we 
I SE 75 | ſhould 
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ſhould exerciſe our ſelves herein, to have a Eons | 
ſcience void of Offence towards God and Man; 
that we ſhould ſtrictly regard the Duties of the | 
Firſt and Second Table; ;- that we ſhould deny 
all Uagodlineſs, aud worldly Laſts, we ſhould hay 4 
ſoberly, righteouſiy, and godly in this preſent World : © 
Tooking for that bleſſed Hope, and the gibrious A 
pearing of the great God, and our Saviour Jeſus | 
Ebrift : Who gave himſelf for us, that he might redeem * 
ns from all Iniquity, ad purify amo himſelf a peculiar 
Peopte, zeatoas of good Worts, Tit. ii. 13, 13, 14. 
Thirdy, There are various Ways by which 
our Lord encourages the Oblervancy of his 
Laws, and diſcourages the Neglect of them. *' 
They who belong to this Kingdom may e- 
pett that Protection which faith Subjects e ex- = | 
pe& from a powerful and good Prinee. To en- 
courage them to adhere to him amidſt all Op- 
poſition, he has promis d to guard them in all 
Dangers, to ſhield — from their moſt pow - 
{lf erful Enemies, to make them more than Con- 
{il  querors, and to place on their Heads never-fa- 
i! IS Crowns; he alſo ſupplies their various Ne- 
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ties, and often ſtoops ſo low as to con- 


| 
1 verſe familiarly with has ; he manifeſts. himſelf 7 
li to them as he — not manifeſt himſeif to the 
1 World. 4 
| | 'Now the ſtricter Regard we have to the Lan 1 
1 of our Sovereign, the more ſhall we experience 
1 the Advantages of living under his gentle Go- 
1 vernment. And though he will not treat his 
Subjects who yield a ſincere Obedience to him, 
as Rebels are treated by him; though he will 
make great Allowances for the Weakneſs and 2 
Imperfe&ion of human Nature, yet he will te- 
ſtify his Diſpleaſure if we grow careleſs, and || £ 
2 about the 6 af his ae 5 
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and by ſevere Methods reform and amend us. 
Thus I have given you a ſhort Account of 
that Spiritual Kingdom which Chrift has ſet up 
in the Hearts of Men, and which may fitly be 
called the Kingdom of God; beatles od) his 
Contriving, becauſe it is ſupported by his Holy 
Spirit, and becauſe it ſecures him that Domi- 
nion over thoſe who belong to it, which he 
claims as the Author of their Being, and the 
Fountain of their Happinefs. * 29 
Secondly, Let us take a ſhort View of that 
Kingdom of Glory, into which they are receiv'd 
who belong to the Kingdom of Grace. | 
Now when the future State of Happineſs is ſet 
forth under the Notion of a Kingdom, the 'Term 
is evidently metaphorical, and denotes the Digni- 
ty to which true Chriſtians ſhall be advanced in 
the other World, and the plentiful Proviſion which 
is made for their Happineſs. And much more is 
intended hereby than we are capable of know- 
ing, while we dwell in the Body. Let us ſup- 
poſe a Man fixed in the moſt advantageous Cir- 
cumftances, poſſeſs d of a large Empire, loving, 
and belov'd by all his Subjects, undifturb'd by 
foreign Powers, while all around him are flou- 
riſhing at Home: Let us ſuppoſe him exempt- 
ed from the common Dangers and Fatigues of 
ſuch a Station, and enjoying all the Pleaſures of 
which Man is capable, whether ſenſual or in- 
tellectual. And now we muſt conceive of that 
Kingdom which the Saints are to poſſeſs, as in- 
finitely beyond this. Moreover, the future 
State of W will be eternal: All the 
Kingdoms of the World will be deſtroy d, when 
the Elements ſhall melt with fervent Heat, when 
the Earth alſo, and the Works that are there- 
in ſhall be burnt up. But this heavenly King- 
FEY dom 


14 4 Funeral Sermon on 
dom ſhall endure for ever, it is a Kingdom that 
cannot be moved. 6 l | 
Now this may be called the Kingdom of God, 
becauſe it is prepared by him, it is to be poſ- 
ſeſſed in his immediate Preſence ; and they for 
whom it is deſigned, ſhall in 'the Enjoyment of 
it, live in the moſt perfect Subjection to him, as 
their Supreme Potentate. N 


II. I am to enquire into the Import of this 
Phraſe, His Righteouſneſs. | Ko 
That by His Righteouſneſs is intended the Righ- 
teouſneſs of God, is plain from the Syntax of 
the Words, Tiv Baoiagay Ts Oe, x} Tv quν,oNνν id. 

All, therefore, which lies before us here is, To 
conſider what this Righteouſneſs of God is. 

There are ſome, who inſtead of proving their 
Schemes by the Scripture, are for bringing the 
Scripture to their Schemes; and whenever they 
meet with a Word to which they have fix d ſe- 
veral Senſes, they will be ſure to interpret it in 
all thoſe Senſes, without having any Relation 
to the Context, or the obvious Deſign of the 
Place; and by this Means, while they fan 
themſelves in the Poſſeſſion of the Goſpel Senſe 
of Scripture, they remain Strangers to the true 
Meaning of it. Thus I am very ſenſible that in 

| the preſent Caſe, the Righteouſneſs of God 
I | muſt, with them, denote the Righteouſneſs of 
1 Chriſt, and Holineſs too. But tis very certain, 
i! that it is only Holineſs that is intended hereby : * 
ll | And it is called the Righteouſneſs of God, in 
it | Oppoſition to that which the Phariſees were ſo | 
fond of, and had themſelves invented; concern- *® 
ing which our Lord had been ſpeaking in the 
former Part of this Diſcourſe. . I ſay not this 
for Want of a due Regard to that plain and im- 
5 6 | portant 
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Mrs. Is ABELLA EW ER. 15 
pottant Doctrine, of Salvation by the Merits of 


another: However ſome may make this the Sub- 
ject oſ their Banter and Ridicule, while the 
Scripture aſſures me, that tis for the Sake of 
Chriſt, and his meritorious Undertaking, that 
my Sins are pardoned, and my Perſon and Ser- 
vices accepted, on him alone ſhall my Soul ever 
repoſe her Confidence; by whom only I can be 
preſented to the Father faultleſs, and with ex- 
ceeding Joy. But I ſhall mention one Argu- 
ment to prove that the Interpretation which I 
have mention d is juſt ; ſci]. That this is the 
Senſe in which our Lord conſtantly. uſes the 
Term, and particularly in this Diſcourſe, Mat. 
v. 20. For 1 ſay- unto you, that except your Righte- 
ouſueſs exceed the Righteouſueſs of the Scribes and 
Phariſees, ye ſhall in no wiſe enter into the Kingdom 


= of Heaven. Now if Chriſt had delign'd an 


hing more than Holineſs by Righteouſneſs 


here, he would, without Doubt, have expreſs d 


himſelf in ſuch a Manner as muſt make it evi- 


dent, that he intended ſomething more thay 1 


when he ſpake of Righteouſneſs in the former 
Part of his Diſcourſe. And I find, upon Exa- 


mination, that the beſt Interpreters aggee with 


me. $31 | 7 

Now. this Righteouſneſs, or Holineſs, which 
is recommended to us, ſuppoſes that we are in- 
tereſted in Chriſt by Faith; that we are renew- 
ed by his Grace, and have a Principle of di- 
vine Life communicated to us from above; and 
that we have devoted our ſelves to God, thro 
his dear Son. And a righteous: Perſon; in the 
Senſe of this Place, is one who has a ſincere 
Regard to the Honour of his Maker, who en 
deavours in the Whole of his Behaviour to 
pleaſe him; who heartily laments his mani fold 
e De fects, 
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Defects, and preſſes towards the Mark, long- 
ing to arrive at it. Pen 


III. I am to conſider the Advice which Chrif 
gives his Hearers ; Seek firft the Kingdom of Gul 
and his Righteouſneſs ; i. e. Make the Kingdom 
of God, and his Righteouſneſs, . the Objects of 
your chief Regard ; be principally fſollicitons 
about thoſe Things that have -an immediate Re- 
lation to your eternal Welfare. 9 
Now this Advice leads us to conclude, that 
Men are naturally Strangers to the Kingdom of 
God, and that Riphreoulaels, or Holineſs, with- 
out which no Man ſhall ſee him ; and that in 
this State their chief Concern is about the dying 
Body, the Safety of that, the Gratification'of its 
Appetites, the laying up Stores for Futurity; or 
chat they are engag d in the Purſuit of ſome other 
imaginary Good, in the Neglect of ſubſtantial 
Blifs. And our Lord defign'd to recommend 


not only ſome Thoughts of, ſome Deſires after 


the Bleſſings of his Kingdom, but a diligent 
Uſe of the Means by which theſe Bleſſings are 
communicated. They cannot be ſaid to e, the | 
Kingdom of God and his Righteouſneſs, inſtead of 


the World, who do not accept of Chriſt to free | 


them from the Sentence of Death, to entitle 
them to Life, and to prepare them by his Grace 
for it, who do not enter into the Paths ef He- 
ineſs, and walk in chat narrow Way that leads 


to Life. 


IV. I proceed to diſcourſe concerning the 
Promiſe annex d to the Advice, All theſe Things 


| ſhall be added unto you. We may compare rhe 


Words of St. Paul with theſe, 1 Tim. iv. 8. 
Godlineſs is profitable unto all Things, ' having the 
2 4 Promiſe 


*ris the great Happineſs of God's Children, wha 
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Þromiſe ehe Liſe that now is, and F that which is 
to come. Ina Order to yu underftanding the 
Nature of this Promiſe, Al theſe Things ar be 
added virto vu, I ſhall offer the TELE TRCgs 
to your Confideratiaiy, 
Irſt, We have no Warrant to expe a large 
Share of worldly Good, as Perſons devoted to 
God; or to conclude that we ſhall never be ex- 
pes d to the Diſtroſſos of Poverty: We may ſay 
now as the Apoſtle James did, Chap. 11. 5. ach 
2 Fe 5 the Poor of this World, rich in . 
rs of ' the 1 which be hich FS 
to. VE that 8 2 5 
condly, We may n on receiving as great 
4 Share of outward Good, as our heavenly Fa- 
ther ſees to be eonfiſtent with our true Interef 


It is the Office of a Parent, before his Children 


come to Years of Diſcretion to chooſe for them, 
and order what relates to them ; and tis their 
t Privilege that they have One thus to ailift | 
em: Whenee it comes to that we readily 
coinpaſſionate the Cafe of ſuch ad ard 
bereſt of their Parents, and — to the wide 
World in their tender Tears. In like Manner, 


know not how to thooſe for themſetves, that 
have an infinitely wiſe and good Father to c 
for them, who will certainly give them what hi. 
HO be 1 

35 wi 4 ow l wax 
ed far and they ban NT 2 goon 
remember N hs Rock of their Salvation, 
they thalt then have a large Portion allotted: to 
them: But if the by es Adverſity are neceſ- 
lary do make them fruitful, they expe to be 
ſarrounded by them, If Pride, e, Securiy, and " 
Carnality, , would botho bud Effects of Plenty: ;. 


Poverty 


LESS. 5 n 
* 


5 a \ ” = W | | 
Funeral Sermon n 
Poverty ſhall 'be. ſent to promote Humility; 
Watchfulneſs, and Spirituality. And which 
ever of theſe be thy Lot, O Chriſtian, the Pro- 
miſe is fulfilled unto thee: Al theſe Things are 
added, all that are neceſſary, all that in Prudence 


268 2905) 4534 1＋ 9 N 2 
FHavin * through the explicatory Part 
of this Diſcourſe, I proceed to the Appli- 


Arſt, How contrary to the Ad vice of Chriſt 
do moſt of thoſe act, who are favour d with the 
Light of the Goſpel. Alas ! how many are 
there who call themſelves Chriftians, and would 
think themſelves: greatly injur d if their Chri- 
ſtianity ſhould be queſtion'd, to whom neverthe- 
leſs that melancholy Deſcription given by St. Paul 


belongs, Phil. iii. 18, 19. Fr many walk, of whom 


T have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 


that they are the Enemies of the Croſs of Chriſt : 
Whoſe End is Deſtruction, whoſe God is their Belly; 
and whoſe Glory is in their Shame, who mind earthly 
Things. Such Objects of Compaſſion daily ſur- 


. * 


round us, over whom we ſhould mourn, as Per- 


fons that are dead while they live, and for whom 


| weſhould offer our fervent Prayers to the God 
D | | 


Second, Let me entreat you to enquire whe- 
ther you have taken the 


of the moſt diſmal Conſequence. And yet let 


not that diſcourage you, for as much as you 


may 


ASA 
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dvice which Chrift 

gives in the Text. There is: no Queſtion beſides 

of equal Importance; and therefore this re- 

ann the: utmoſt Seriouſneſs and , Deliberation. 
.emember- that it reſpe&s your eternal State: 

and that a Miſtake with Regard to this may be 


R nn — 
8 9. How 


N 


a . 
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may be able to form a judgment concerning 


Y your : ſpiritual Affairs, | elſe you had not been 


commanded to examine and try your ſelves. 
Let me therefore recommend to you the fol- 
lowing Reflexions; O my Soul, thou haſt. 
© heard of Chriſt's Kingdom, the Bleſſings of 
his Government, the Duties that are to be 
diſcharged by thoſe on whom they are beſtow'd; 
* Doft thou belong to this Kingdom? Haſt thou 
been ſeehing firſt, above all other Things, the 
RN of God and his Righteonſueſs ?” I fear 
there are many that ſee Reaſon to return this 
Art %% No, alas! Theſe important Things 
©. Fhavenot regarded; but I have been making 
8 thereof. in 193 * 4 7s 
I would therefore, Thirdly, recommend to 


Y © Provitow for the Fleſh, ro full! the Lufts 


ſuch Perſons the Advice, Seek firſt the Kingdom of 
| God; and his Righteouſneſs. Need I ſay any 


Thing more by Way of Motive, in Order to 
gain your Conſent? Are you not convinc d from 


; | the Account-you have had of this Kingdom, that 


tis your indiſpenſable Duty, your true Intereſt, 
to hearken to Chriſt > Is not this the Advice of 
the wiſeſt Preacher that ever inſtructed Man- 
kind, whe could ſay, Behold a greater than Solo- 
mon is here? The Advice of one who thought 
the Salvation of Souls worthy to be purchaſed 
at the deareſt Rate; and had ſo ſtrong a Love 
to them, that it carried him through the Floods 
of divine Wrath, through the darkeſt Scenes of 
Pain and Anguiſh, through Death it ſelf, and 

the Priſon of the Grave d And if in common 
Caſes Delays are dangerous, they are much 
more ſo in this Cafe; as an Eternity depends 
on the Improvement of a few Moments. If 
Conſcience will inſiſt 9 the Sinner s Return 


go A Funeral Sermon ov": 
to God; he (unwilling to part with his .Luſts) 


2 s to pacify it by promiſing Amendment 
hereafter. 2 5 doſt thou conſider, fooliſh Man, 
that the Time which thou haſt fixed may never 
come? That all thy vain Schemes may be broken 
by a Summons into the other World? Doſt thou 
remember that thy Times are in the Hands of 
that Being e 
and whom by thy repeated Follies thou haſt even 


with whom thou haſt ſo long trifled, 


dar d to deftroy thee ?- It is a Wonder thou. art { 


now out of Hell, and that chou art nat gut e 
in the Midft of thy Wickedneſs. And art not 
thou afraid to treſpaſs any longer upon the ba 


tience of that God who is a conſuming Fire *Þ 
01 


I would hope now that there are ſome of you 


1 5 


have laid theſe Things to Heart, and are reſol- 
ving immediately to _ in that important 
Affair which they have ſo — neglected. Me- 

thinks T hear you ſaying, * I am convinc'd of 
© my Folly and Madneſs, and adore that infi- 
*- nitely gracious Being, who hag not ſent me 
beyond {the Reach of his Mercy. Bleſſed be | 
God that tis not too late to repent, and ſue | 
for a Pardon. Bleſſed be God, that I am not 
fixed in thoſe gloomy Regions, where there | 
Lis no Repentance unto Life; where I might 
beg Mercy for ever, and beg in vain, . Q | 
©. the happy Difference between my Caſe, who 


* am favour'd with the Calls of the Goſpel, and | 


*-theirs who have had the laſt Call, and are now | 
_  Tunk-into the infernal Priſon | And ſhall not 


this. thy Goodneſs, O God, lead me to Repen- 


. 1 tance, and incline me to feturn to thee from 
a whom I have wickedly deſerted ? Behold there- | 
fore the Prodigal, that flees into thy merciful | 
1 Arms, and brings the Saviour along with himto | 
make him welcome. Let ine now experience, a3 


the 
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« the Token of thy Apceprance, „ a happy Change 
© Will, and Affections, that I may yield that 
© Qbedience which I am ready to promiſe, and 
© that by honouring the Son I may honour thee 
© the Father. Let me henceforth be reckon'd 


© among the willing Subjects of the Redeemer ; 


© and teſtify my Sincerity, by ſerving him in 
Righteouſneſs and Holineſs all my Days.” 
God grant that this may be the Language of thoſe 
who before lighted this Advice, the beft that 
em , ũũũm 68; 

 Fburthly, Let what has been ſaid, reconcile 
the good Man to his Circumſtances in this World, 
and make him patient under the Frowns of 
Providence. You cannot repine at your State, 
without N. Reflexion on your heavenly 
Father. He has promis d to ſupply all your 
Wants. If he does, why ſhould you not be 
contented with what he allots you? If you are 
diſcontented and impatient, it muſt be becauſe 
you think there is ſomething ftill wanting: 
And do you not hereby charge him with being 


worſe than his Word? Learn, therefore, that 


excellent Leſſon, which the Apoſtle could ſay 
he had learn'd, in whatever State you are, 
therewith to be content. | 1 

. Fifthly, Let the Account which you have had 
of God's Kingdom, cauſe thoſe to rejoyce who 


belong to it. Rejoyce in the Bleſſings already 


beſtow d upon you; but moſt of all in thoſe that 
are future. In Order to this, realize to your 


{elves inviſible Glories. What an Emotion 


ſhould any of us feel in our Breaſts, if we were 
to have the Proſpect of living in all the Splen- 
dor of this World? Perhaps it would be more 
than we could bear: And yet this is 2 meer 
6768 f | Trifle, 
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Trifle, in Compariſon of that Glory which ſhall 
Ser long be reveal d. Thy Saviour, Q Chri- 
ſtian, will admit thee into the bleſſed Society 
above, when thou departeſt hence. He will 
raiſe thy Body, and array it with matchleſs 
Beauty and Glory. He will own ther for his 
Friend, and welcome thee to an eternal King- 
dom in Heaven, in the Preſence of Angels and 
Men, when he is ſeated on his awful Tribunal. 
And ſure the Belief of this muſt produce Joy 
unſpeakable, and full of Glory, © 

Sixthly, What Encouragement have we to fol- 
low after Righteoufneſs and Holineſs to the End 
of our Days. Surely, If we have an ingenuous 
Temper, we cannot but own, that we are under 
infinite Obligations to God and the Redeemer. 
Let us, therefore, make it our Buſineſs to walk 


D 


worthy of the. Lord unto all pleaſing, and to be 


fruitful in every good Work, BING 

And here I may very well propoſe the Exam- 
ple of our dear deceaſed Friend. She was one 
that ſought firſt the Kingdom of God, and the 
Righteouſneſs thereof; and theſe very Words 
were bleſt for exciting thoſe ſerious Thoughts in 
her, which produc'd an entire Change of Heart 
and Life. She was for ſeveral Years an honour- 
able Member of this Church; and many of you 
know with what Pains and Difficulty ſhe came to 
worſhip God amongſt you, when ſhe both la- 
boured under great Weakneſs, and was remo- 
ved fome Miles out of the City. And as I had 


the beſt Opportunities for obſerving her Beha- 


viour, when I was with her the laſt Summer, I 

muſt fay, that I never knew a Perſon who diſ- 

cover d a more heavenly © Diſpoſition, a greater 

Indifference about the World, in the Midſt of 

Proſperity, and a more tender Concern for 
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che everlaſting Welfare of dear Relations; Her 
ſurviving Relative has, I am ſure, loſt one of 
the beſt of Wives ; we have loſt a valuable Mem- 
ber; but our Loſs is her Gain; ſhe is gone 
to the Poſſeſſion of that 0% wg which ſhe 


long deſir d, and of which ſhe had the moſt 
comfortable Views in her laſt Illneſs. And when 
ſhe ſaw her ſelf juſt paſſing into Eternity, ſhe 
was perſwaded that- ſhe was departing to be 
with Chrift ; and with Earneſtneſs frequently 
call'd upon him to receive her into his Preſence. 
And through a Fear that the working of inno- 
cent Paſſions, either in-her ſelf, or her neareſt 
Relation, might divert her Thoughts in ſome 
Meaſure from the View of heavenly Glories, 
and render the Exerciſe of Grace in her laſt 
Moments the leſs vigorous, ſhe diſmiſs'd him 
with theſe Words, about Half an Hour before 
ſhe died, Pray excuſe me, I have done with the 
& World, and my Heart is fixed. „ 
xperience: May we live a holy Life, 
and depart in Peace to the Enjoyment of end- 


PE all follow her Example, an have the 
ſame 


leſs Felicity, 
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